
Heather & Andy’s Wrap up 2010 
 

T’was a year of theatre and 40th Birthdays 
 

December 2009/January 2010 

H&A departed to New Orleans on Boxing Day to 

embark on a Western Caribbean Cruise. Sadly, 

their luggage did not accompany 

them…..ever…..long story but suffice to say they 

quite dislike United 

Airlines.  The cruise 

was fantastic with 

them Zip-lining 

through the Belize 

jungle, scrambling 

over Mayan ruins in 

Mexico and swimming 

with dolphins on 

Andy’s 40
th

 Birthday.  

After a quick tour of 

N’Orleans, they 

returned home and 

soon saw a play called 

“Cloud 9ò starring 

Anne Marie McDonald and Megan Follows. Andy 

found herself with excess vacation that she needed 

to use before the end of April.  She decided it was 

finally time to do a “Habitat for Humanity 

International” trip and was accepted onto the April 

Nepal build to her great excitement.  Andy had her 

quarterly Rituxan treatment (to prolong remission) 

and received a continuing clean bill of health. 

 

February 2010 

Ben and Grace came for a sleepover and were 

taken to Lil’ Monkeys – a giant jungle gym and 

playground for 

kids, with comfy 

couches and Wi-

Fi for adults.  

Adults are also 

allowed onto the 

jungle gym and 

so H&A found themselves being dragged through 

various sections by a widely grinning B&G.  H’s 

birdfeeder was getting a lot of use much to her 

delight, even tempting splendidly coloured 

cardinals. H&A joined some friends to see 

“Breaking the Codeò, which was about Alan 

Turing, the father of computing. It was interesting 

and very well done for local/regional theatre.  The 

following week they saw “Little House on the 

Prairie, the Musicalò in Toronto, starring Melissa 

Gilbert as Ma, which definitely lacked something 

but it was part of their theatre subscription 

package, so what the heck? The Winter Olympics 

started in Vancouver, and at times H&A were 

viewing three different sports simultaneously with 

PIP on the TV and live HD streaming on the 

laptop.  The end of the month saw the family 

celebrating Monica’s 40
th

 Birthday. 

 

March 2010 

The Olympics continued with Canada finishing 

with its best ever Winter competition results and a 

very jubilant nation. Grace came for a sleepover 

and crafty weekend with the aunties while Ben 

attended his Basketball Banquet.  After two years 

of contemplation, H&A finally cut down the plum 

tree in the back garden.  It was in a terrible 

position and neither of them even likes plums.  

Andy, making 

sure to wear a 

helmet, 

wiggled into 

the attic 

section over 

the kitchen, 

living and 

dining rooms 

to install 

additional insulation.  They now have a toasty 12 

inches.  For upcoming reference, take note that 

there were several roof vents in that section…..all 

in perfect condition.  United Airlines finally 

compensated H&A for the luggage fiasco during 

the New Years cruise trip, accompanied by a very 

nice, personalized letter. 

 

April 2010 

At the beginning of the 

month, H&A had their roof 

vents highlighted to them by 

an Animal Control worker 

passing by.  The vents were 

all peeled back, which meant there was a strong 



likelihood that raccoons were 

in the attic.  They contracted 

this fellow and, fortunately, no 

raccoons were found but H&A 

had cages secured over the 

vents to prevent entry.  The duo 

went to Toronto again and saw the musical “Young 

Frankensteinò which they thoroughly enjoyed.  

H&A hosted the family Easter get together and 

created the “Amazing Race Easter Edition” where 

Scot, Monica, Ben & Grace had to run throughout 

the house and yard completing challenges and 

receiving clues from Grammy & Grampy.  Two 

days before leaving for Nepal, H presented A with 

an iPod Nano for the trip. Andy left on the 8
th

, did 

not return until the 24
th

, and had a fantastic time – 

for info 

see 

http://www.coopergibbs.com/Blog-

AndyinNepal.htm. Meanwhile H attended a 

CHAM reunion and hosted B&G and Grammy 

overnight including a trip to the RBG. 

 

May 2010 

Andy spent a lot of this month waging war on the 

dandelions that kept invading the lawn.  The crew 

assembled at G&G’s house for Mothers Day and 

picked up from the 

previous year 

working on Lowell’s 

room.  Later in the 

month, H&A spent a 

week in Las Vegas.  

During this time they 

were wowed by the over-the-top decadence of The 

Strip, the grandness of The Grand Canyon, the 

enormity of Hoover Dam, and saw shows 

including Cher, The Beatles LOVE by Cirque de 

Soleil and their favourite, Le Rêve (acrobatics 

based in, around, and above an enormous pool). 

 

June 2010 

The Sound of Music Festival made its annual visit 

to Burlington and the duo cycled down to the event 

to see some great acts, including Marianna’s 

Trench, Faber Drive and Lighthouse.  Flyfest was 

enjoyed at Hamilton Airport with the bonus of 

friends Sean and Catherine commentating.  On 

Father’s Day, the family crew was back in Lynden 

completing another phase of Lowell’s room.  The 

group managed to mud and prime the walls and 

stipple/paint the ceiling.  The final painting was 

put off to a later date.  A last minute ticket deal 

meant that H&A got to go and see “Jersey Boysò 

about Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons which 

was excellent.  The month was rounded out with 

another 3 month check-up, Rituxan treatment and 

clean bill of health for Andy. 

 

July 2010 

While taking in the events at Spencer Smith Park 

for Canada Day, in amongst the hundreds of 

people, H&A ran smack into Uncle Lanny and 

Aunt Sharon! J Summer trips to Canada’s 

Wonderland/SplashWorks were started and they 

had a blast.  With the humidex temperatures 

reaching 44
o
C, H&A were forced to sleep in their 

basement for several nights where it was a little 

more bearable.  On the 11
th

, H&A hosted their 

Annual BBQ and had excellent weather.  In fact, it 

was so hot that many people ended up in the kiddie 

size pool, some in their clothes due to a lack of 

swim gear.  Andy started work on repainting the 

front railing.  It was tedious work having to 

painstakingly sand off 6 layers of old paint using a 

Dremel then applying a fresh coat of black.  She 

joked that she hoped that she could finish it by  
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Halloween.  For Lowell’s birthday the family took 

him to Ohsweken Speedway where there was some 

really good racing and a few minor crashes.  H&A 

saw “Legally Blond, the Musicalò and it was much 

better than they were expecting.  After that they 

helped with the tail end of their friend Carol’s 

house move and then prepped for the annual week 

at the Bala cottage.  On the morning they were 

leaving, Denise called to say that Carol had slipped 

in her new place and broken her arm in 3 places.  

She ended up  

in hospital 

for 5 weeks.  

Bala was 

brilliant, the 

weather did 

not 

disappoint, 

but the fish did.  The 

family celebrated 

Scot’s 40
th

 Birthday 

with co-cottagers and 

fireworks. During this 

week they learned 

that their friend, 

Steven’s mother had 

passed away.  They attended the funeral upon their 

return from Bala. 

 

August 2010 

H&A started a desperate search for a supply of 

free firewood to get them through the winter.  

Friends Brian & Fred had recently had a tree taken 

down so H&A, avec chainsaw, retrieved it 

gratefully.  Steven and Frank joined H&A in 

exploring a Harry Potter Exhibit in Toronto, which 

was very intriguing.  The following weekend B&G 

stayed overnight and were escorted to Canada’s 

Wonderland.  First, a few regular rides were 

enjoyed then the rest of the day was spent in 

SplashWorks, 

where the 

munchkins high-

pitched shrieks of 

delight nearly 

deafened their 

aunties!  The 

following day 

A&B&G entered 

the family division 

of the Annual 

Burlington Sand Castle Competition.  They had 3 

hours to create a sculpture while H guarded, sun-

screened, fed, and poured water into their mouths.  

It was extremely hard work under the hot sun but 

they managed to finish their “sports car” sculpture 

and ended up winning 5
th

 place out of 10.  For next 

year, big plans are already in the works.  H&A’s 

major house project of the year was the kitchen.  

During this month they had additional cabinets 

installed and the dishwasher built in.  Firewood 

was still in demand, so H stalked a city Roads and 

Parks crew to find that they dump all trees they 

take down at a local Works Yard and it’s open to 

the public. FREE WOOD!  Yay!  H&A jumped in 

there chainsawing quickly, returned several times, 

and finally they could stop worrying about their 

wood reserves for the winter.  At the end of the 

month B&G had their soccer tournament.  Their 

team played very well and ended up champions.  

H&A took in the Canadian National Exhibit (aka 

the CNE, aka The Ex) in Toronto.  They saw 

shows, ate great food and bought several bargain 

items. 

 

September 2010 

Sharon, Ben and Grace joined H to go to 

“Canada’s Largest RibFest” in Burlington. After a 

short period at the rainy festival, ribs were 

purchased then eaten at home.  H did some 

construction work building an A-frame enclosure 

for the veggie garden.  The kitchen was completed 

with the arrival and installation of the granite 

countertops and there was much rejoicing.  

Another fun CHAM reunion was attended.  Later 

in the month Monica underwent a hysterectomy 

and the family helped out with B&G where they 

could.  Grace stayed with the aunties on a Saturday 

night and was taken to AppleFest at Ireland House 

where she got to stuff herself with apples in 

various shapes and forms, have her face painted, 

and scramble over dozens of hay bales.  A’s 

Rituxan and check-up time quickly came around 

again.  This time was special because the 

Haematology Department had been moved out of 

McMaster Medical Centre to the Juravinski Cancer 



Centre where everything was new (except the staff, 

thank goodness).  In the treatment area, whereas 

before the real estate for each patient was 

approximately 2 ft surrounding their chair, the new 

place has a 5ft radius and even a chair for the 

patient’s spouse/caregiver.  A CT scan was 

requested as it had been 18 months since the last 

one. 

 

October 2010 

B&G moved in for a weekend and were taken to 

the batting cages and Lil’ Monkeys to wear them 

out before going home to a convalescing Mommy.  

Over Thanksgiving weekend, H&A flew out of 

Buffalo, NY to Washington, DC using the 

compensation 

vouchers from United 

Airlines (remember, 

no luggage for 

Caribbean Cruise).  

They also 

incorporated a top 

priority side trip to Williamsburg, Virginia to visit 

John, Rowan and Lyra.  The weather was so 

(unexpectedly) 

good that shorts 

and T-shirts were 

borrowed and 

hats purchased.  

They were treated 

royally and had a 

fabulous time in 

both places.  The 

following weekend the family celebrated a belated 

Thanksgiving in Burlington.  The weather was 

wonderful and games were played outside before 

the feast.  H&A were then knocked down with a 

good dose of the flu.  It is very unusual for them to 

be sick at the exact same time and they did not like 

it.  Upon their return from the U.S. trip, Casper 

was unwell. A couple of vet visits revealed that 

she has Hyperthyroidism, which explained the 

significant weight loss and her general malaise. 

(Strangely enough Rowan and John’s cat has this 

and they had explained what they have to do to 

treat it).  Casper was put on daily meds to keep this 

under control.  Andy had her CT scan and no 

issues/lumps were found so there was much 

rejoicing. The month was closed out with a trip to 

the Princess of Wales Theatre to see Wicked, 

which was, in fact, wicked. The end of the month 

rolled around and A had not quite completed the 

front railing (2 uprights short of the goal), so 

hurriedly painted over the existing paint to make 

everything appear even. The job will just have to 

be finished in the spring…..kinda like Lowell’s 

room! 

 

November 2010 

November brought annual flu shots (yes, they still 

got jabbed despite already having suffered through 

one strain) and A performed a ceremonial burning 

of a Guy Fawkes replica in the wood stove.  

Heather, Ben and Grace celebrated a combo 

birthday with the aunties giving B&G tickets to 

Medieval Times for that afternoon and the family 

joined them.  The kids were officially knighted by 

the King of Toronto Castle and, as an extra bonus, 

the family’s competing Knight ended up winning 

the entire jousting and sword fighting tournament.  

Winterizing the house continued with A caulking 

around several draughty windows.  Trish & 

Michelle visited Hamilton from Ottawa and H&A 

were pleased to meet up with them for a great chat 

over brunch along with Huguette and Denise 

(Kathy was too exhausted from dealing with staff 

changeovers!).  The final birthday gathering of the 

year with their Potluck Group (all fabulous G&Ls) 

was hosted by Carol and the feast was splendid as 

usual.  H&A saw “Priscilla Queen of the Desertò 

which was the best musical of the year (at least) 

and gets Andy’s vote for her favourite musical of 

all time. The end of the month saw H’s company 

Christmas party which was at Joey and Ginaôs 

(Comedy) Wedding and was a blast. 

 

Wishing you all a 

very festive season! 


